
​The Timeline of Christ’s Final Return​
​Author Dr. Cecil W Thorn, ThD​

​A Biblical Study of the Events Leading to Christ’s Eternal Kingdom​

​Introduction​
​Throughout Scripture, God has revealed that history is not random—it is a divine story​
​moving toward a glorious conclusion: the visible return of Jesus Christ to reign as King of​
​Kings and Lord of Lords. From Genesis to Revelation, the plan of redemption unfolds with​
​purpose and precision. The prophets foresaw His first coming in humility and His second​
​coming in majesty. The apostles proclaimed that the same Jesus who ascended into heaven​
​will one day return to establish His everlasting kingdom. For the believer, this promise is not​
​merely an end-time event; it is the foundation of enduring hope and steadfast faith in a​
​world filled with uncertainty.​

​This study presents a clear timeline of the major prophetic events leading to Christ’s return​
​and the establishment of His kingdom on earth. Each section includes key Scriptures,​
​commentary, reflective questions, and challenges designed to help you grow in both​
​knowledge and spiritual readiness. As you walk through these ten prophetic stages, may​
​your heart be stirred to deeper devotion, your faith strengthened by understanding, and​
​your life aligned with the eternal purposes of God. The study is not simply about knowing​
​when Christ will return—but about living prepared for who is coming.​
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​1. The Present Church Age​
​Scripture: Matthew 24:14; Acts 1:9–11; 2 Peter 3:9​

​My Commentary:​​This present era is the Church Age—marked by the indwelling of the Holy​
​Spirit and the spreading of the Gospel. It began with the outpouring of the Spirit at​
​Pentecost, empowering believers with gifts, signs, and wonders. The Church is Christ’s​
​witness on earth until the fullness of the Gentiles is complete. The delay of Christ’s return is​
​a manifestation of God’s mercy, allowing more souls to come to repentance.​

​Question: What is the primary mission of the Church during this age?​

​Answer: To proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all nations through the power of the Holy​
​Spirit.​

​Challenge Question:​​How are you personally contributing to advancing the Gospel in this​
​age of grace?​

​2. The Signs of the End​
​Scripture: Matthew 24:3–12; 2 Thessalonians 2:3–4; Revelation 6–9​

​My Commentary:​​Christ outlined specific signs—spiritual deception, wars, famines, and​
​moral decay—that would precede His return. Believers are called to discern the times​
​through the guidance of the Holy Spirit while remaining steadfast in faith and obedience.​
​These signs reveal both the growing darkness in the world and the urgency of the Church’s​
​mission.​

​Question: Why did Jesus warn His followers about the signs of the end?​

​Answer: To prepare them spiritually, urging faithfulness and endurance amidst deception​
​and tribulation.​

​Challenge Question:​​When you observe current world events, how do you balance spiritual​
​alertness without living in fear?​
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​3. The Rapture of the Church​
​Scripture: 1 Thessalonians 4:16–17; 1 Corinthians 15:51–52; John 14:2–3​

​My Commentary:​​The Rapture is the sudden, supernatural removal of the Church before​
​the Great Tribulation. It is the “blessed hope” of believers—Christ coming to receive His​
​Bride. The Lord will descend in the air, the dead in Christ will rise first, and those who are​
​alive will be caught up to meet Him. This event is imminent and should inspire holy living​
​and readiness.​

​Question: What distinguishes the Rapture from the Second Coming of Christ?​

​Answer: The Rapture is Christ coming for His saints; the Second Coming is Christ returning​
​with His saints.​

​Challenge Question:​​If the Rapture occurred today, would you be spiritually ready to meet​
​the Lord?​

​4. The Great Tribulation​
​Scripture: Daniel 9:27; Matthew 24:21; Revelation 13​

​My Commentary:​​This seven-year period will bring divine judgments and global chaos​
​under the rule of the Antichrist. Though the Church is removed, those left behind can still​
​turn to God through repentance and faith, though many will face persecution. This period​
​fulfills prophecy and demonstrates both God’s justice and His mercy toward Israel and the​
​nations.​

​Question: What purpose does the Great Tribulation serve in God’s plan?​

​Answer: It fulfills prophecy, judges wickedness, and prepares Israel for national repentance.​

​Challenge Question:​​How can the reality of the coming judgment inspire believers to​
​evangelize with greater urgency?​
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​5. The Battle of Armageddon​
​Scripture: Revelation 16:13–16; Zechariah 14:2–5; Revelation 19:11–21​

​My Commentary:​​At the end of the Tribulation, the nations will gather against God and His​
​people. Christ will return in glory, descending to the Mount of Olives, and destroy the armies​
​of the Antichrist. This final battle demonstrates God’s ultimate authority and the victory of​
​Christ over every earthly power.​

​Question: What event brings an end to the Battle of Armageddon?​

​Answer: The personal return of Christ, whose spoken Word defeats His enemies.​

​Challenge Question:​​How does knowing Christ will conquer all evil strengthen your faith in​
​times of personal struggle?​

​6. Christ’s Glorious Return​
​Scripture: Matthew 24:30; Acts 1:11; Revelation 19:11–16​

​My Commentary:​​Unlike the hidden Rapture, this return will be visible to all. Jesus will​
​come as King of Kings and Lord of Lords, establishing His righteous reign on earth. Every​
​eye will see Him, and every tongue will confess that He is Lord. His return fulfills all​
​prophecy concerning His rule and restores divine order to the world.​

​Question: Why must Christ return physically to the earth?​

​Answer: To fulfill all prophetic promises of His reign and to restore divine order to creation.​

​Challenge Question:​​How does the promise of His return affect the way you live and​
​witness today?​
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​7. The Judgment of the Nations​
​Scripture: Matthew 25:31–46; Joel 3:1–2​

​My Commentary:​​Following His return, Christ will judge the nations based on their​
​response to His message and their treatment of His people. The righteous will enter His​
​kingdom, while the wicked face eternal punishment. This judgment reveals the perfect​
​justice and righteousness of Christ as King.​

​Question: On what basis are the nations judged at this time?​

​Answer: By their faith in Christ and their actions toward His followers, revealing true​
​righteousness.​

​Challenge Question:​​How can your compassion toward others reflect Christ’s coming​
​judgment of mercy and justice?​

​8. The Millennial Kingdom​
​Scripture: Revelation 20:1–6; Isaiah 2:2–4; 11:6–9; Zechariah 14:9, 16–17​

​My Commentary:​​Christ will reign for a literal thousand years from Jerusalem. The world​
​will experience peace, justice, and restoration. Satan will be bound, and the saints will reign​
​with Christ. This is a time of renewal and divine order, as God’s glory fills the earth.​

​Question: What makes the Millennial Kingdom distinct from any other era in history?​

​Answer: It is governed directly by Christ’s righteous rule, free from satanic influence.​

​Challenge Question:​​How does the promise of reigning with Christ motivate your​
​faithfulness in daily life?​

​Page 5/8​



​9. The Final Revolt and Judgment​
​Scripture: Revelation 20:7–15​

​My Commentary:​​At the end of the Millennium, Satan will be released briefly to deceive the​
​nations. God will destroy the rebellion instantly, and the Great White Throne Judgment will​
​follow. All the unbelieving dead will be judged and cast into the lake of fire. This marks the​
​final and complete triumph of righteousness.​

​Question: What does the final rebellion reveal about the nature of humanity?​

​Answer: That even under perfect conditions, hearts not surrendered to Christ remain prone​
​to sin.​

​Challenge Question:​​Does your life today reflect a surrendered heart, or one that resists​
​divine authority?​

​10. The New Heaven and New Earth​
​Scripture: Revelation 21–22; 2 Peter 3:13; Isaiah 65:17​

​My Commentary:​​Eternity begins with a new creation—free from sin, sorrow, and death.​
​God will dwell with His people, and His light will fill all things. This is the final fulfillment of​
​redemption—the complete restoration of fellowship between God and humanity.​

​Question: What will characterize life in the new heaven and new earth?​

​Answer: Perfect peace, righteousness, and unbroken fellowship with God forever.​

​Challenge Question:​​How can your anticipation of eternity shape your priorities on earth​
​today?​
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​Final Thought​
​The return of Christ is not a message of fear but one of hope, assurance, and triumph. For​
​believers, it is the fulfillment of every divine promise and the restoration of all that sin has​
​broken. The same Lord who ascended into heaven will return in glory to reign forever. His​
​coming reminds us that history is not spiraling out of control but moving toward a divine​
​appointment where every wrong will be made right, every tear wiped away, and every​
​faithful servant rewarded. The Church is called to live with this blessed​
​expectation—anchored in faith, steadfast in love, and diligent in the work of the Gospel.​

​Until that day, we are to walk in the light of His soon return, allowing the Holy Spirit to​
​sanctify our hearts and empower our witness. The promise of His coming should not lead us​
​to passivity but to purposeful readiness—to serve, to forgive, to love deeply, and to proclaim​
​His name boldly in a darkening world. Every act of kindness, every prayer of faith, and every​
​word of testimony becomes a declaration that the King is coming soon. Let our lives, both in​
​word and deed, echo this truth with joy and conviction: “Even so, come, Lord Jesus.”​
​Revelation 22:20 (ESV)​

​Reflection​
​Prophecy is not meant to satisfy curiosity but to produce consecration.​
​As we wait for His return, we must watch, pray, and remain filled with the Spirit.​
​Let every believer’s heart echo the closing words of Scripture:​

​“Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” — Revelation 22:20 (ESV)​
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